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of C 


A SHORT 
REFUTATION, &c. 


Queſtion, Hich is the great Diviſion of C bri- 

flians ? 

Anſeiver, That of Papiſts and Proteſ aats: 

Q. Are you of one of theſe Religions ? 

A. Ves: I am a Proteſtant. 

Q. What do you mean by a Proteſtant ? 1 

A. One who takes Part with thoſe, who in the 
Beginning of the Reformation proteſted againſt the 
many and great Errors and Corruptions of the 
Church of Nome. 

Q_ What are thoſe Errors and Corruptions ? 

A. 1 will give you a brief Account of the prin- 
cipal of them. 

Q. What is the firſt Error ? 

A. The forbidding the Bible to be read in the 
vulgar Tongue. 

. What is your Opinion in this Matter ? 

A. The Holy Scriptures were written for the 
Uſe and Benefit of all People ; and therefore ſhould 
be tranſlated into their own Tongues. 


- Q. To what End? 
A. That they may be heard, read, and under- 


ſtood of all. 


r 
A. 1 From Deut. 31. 11, 12, 13. Thou Halt 


(read this Law before all Tract, in their hearing. 


© Gather the People together, Men, and Women, and 


Children, and thy S — that is within thy Gates, 


2 Mad they may learn and 


- 
- - 
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fear the Lord your God, and obſerve to do all the 
| Ward: of this Law : and that their Children, which 
hane not known any Thing, may hear, and learn ta 
fear the Lord your God. And Deut. 6. 6, 7. Theſe 
Wards, which 1 command thee this Day, ſhall be in 
thine Heart: and thou ſhalt teach them diligently 
unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk of them æuben thou 
fitteſt in thine Houſe, and cuben thou walkeft by the 
ay, and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
riſeſt up. From hence it appears, that the Feu 
had the Scriptures in the vulgar 'Tongue, that they 
might hear, read and underſtand them, and teach 
them to their Children. And by Parity of Reaſon, 
the Chriſtians ought to have them in the vulgar 
Töngue, that they may hear, read and underſtand 
them, and teach them to their Children. 2. St. 
Paul ſuppoſed that the Chriſtians read the Holy 
Scriptures, Eph. 3. 4. And commanded his Wri- 
tings to be read in the Church, Col. 4. 16. And 
1 T 5. 27. I charge you by the Lord, that this 
Epiſtle be read unto all the holy Brethren. Bleſſed 
is he that reads, and they that hear the Wards of this 
Prophecy, Rev. 1. 3. The Primitive Chriſtians 
enjoy'd the great Bleſſing of the Scriptures in the 
| vulgar Tongue ; and as Heathen Nations were 
converted, ſo the Holy Scriptures were tranſlated 
into their own Languages. 
QQ. Why does the Church of Rome keep the Scrip- 
dures in an unknown Tongue ? 

A. Leſt the People ſhould read them, and 
thereby. diſcover the great Errors and Corrup- 
tions of that Church: But they ſay, They do 
it, leſt the People ſhould wreſt them, and fall 
| into Errors and Hereſies. If it be fo, this is no 
*J juſt Reaſon to deprive the People of them. 
| For, 1. Errors and Hereſies are commonly ſtar- 
| ted by learned Men ; and therefore, by this 
Reaſon, the Scriptures ſhould be taken from 
| Len. 2. It fome Perſons eat and drink to Ex: 
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ceſs ; it does not follow, that we muſt deprive all 
Men of Meat and Drink. 3. St. Peter informs 
us, that ſome Perſons <vrefled the Scriptures 10 
their own Deſtruction; yet he did not order them 
to be taken out of the People's Hands, as his 
- pretended Succeſſors have done: But he adviſed 
them to take heed of falling into Error, and #0 
grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 3. 16, 17, 18. 

Q. What is a Second Error? 

A. Their equalling unwritten Traditions with 
3 Scriptures, which are the Word of 
Gcd. 

Q. What is your Opinion in this Matter ? 

A. The Scriptures are a ſufficient and perfect 
Rule of Faith and Manners. 

Q. How do you prove it ? 

A. 1. We are required to read them, in or- 
der to know our Duty, and to obtain Eternal 
Life. Search the Scriptures for in them ye think 
ye have Eternal Life, and they are they which te- 
ih of me, John 5. 39. They have Moſes and the 
Prophets ; let them hear th:m, Luke 16. 29. 2. 
They are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation; and 
therefore muſt contain thoſe Things that are ne- 
ceſſiry to that End. From a Child thou haſt known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wiſe unto Salvation, thro Faith which is in Chrif 
Jeſus. All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, 
and is profitable for Doctrine, for Repro, for Cor- 
rection, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ; that the 
Man of God may be perfe&?, throughly furniſhed unts 
all good Works, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. And John 
20. 31. Theſe are curitten, that ye might believe 
that Feſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God ; and that 
believing, ye might haue Life thro his Name. 3. 
A Curle is denounced againſt thoſe that preach 
any other Goſpel than that which our Saviour 
and his Apoltles preached, and was committed 

A 3 to 
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to Writing. Ts“ ave, or an Angel from Heaven, 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that which cue 
have preached unto you, let him be accurſed, Gal. 1. 8. 

Q What is a Third Error ? 

A. That we muſt believe the Scriptures upon 
the ſole Authority of the Church. 

Q. What is your Opinion in this Matter ? 
A. We do believe the Doctrine of the Scrip- 

tures to be of divine Original; becauſe, 1. The 
ſublime Truths, and the excellent Di;e&tions and 
Encouragements tending to the Glory of God, and 
the Good of Men, which are contained therein, 
do ſhew that it came from God. 2. The Pre- 
dictions of the ancient Prophets were exactly ful- 
filled in our bleſſed Saviour. 3. The Doctrine 
contained in the Scriptures has been confirmed by 
many plain and undeniable Miracles; and thole 
Miracles have been atteſted by a greit Number of 
Men, who had no! nducement to bear witneſs to a. 
Falſhood. For by their Teſtimony they expoſed 
themſelves to great Afflictions and Troubles, and to 
Death it ſelf. 4. Several Predictions of our Lord, 
in his Life- time, have been fulfilled; particularly, 
His Reſurrection from the Dead on the third Day ; 
His Aſcenſion into Heaven; The Miſſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt on the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
ftians ; The Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and the 
Diſperſion of the Jet; The Converfiun of the 
Gentiles, and the ſpreading of the Light of. the 
Goſpel thro' the World. 

And we beljeve the Scriptures to contain the 
Doctrine of Crit, and to be written by thoſe 
Perſons to whom tie are afcribed, not upon 
the ſole Authority of the preſent Church of 
Rowe, nor upon the ſole Authority of the anci- 
ent Churca of None; but vpn the Authority 
of the Univerſal Church of Chritt, which knew 
them to be written by. thoſe whoſe Names they 


bear, has acKuuwicuged hem tor tuch ever 
ſiace ; 3 


—_—_ 
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Q. What is a Twelfth Error ? 

A. That Emperors and Kings, with their re- 
ſpective Subjects, are at the Pope's diſpoſal. 

Q. What ſay you to this? 

A. Emperors and Kings are not ſubject to the 
Pope ; nor has he any Authority to abſolve any of 
their Subjects from their Allegiance ; but they are 
obliged to obey their reſpective Governours in all 
juſt and lawfil Things. Mat. 22. 21. Render 
unto Caſar the Things æul ich are Ceſa's. It. 3. 
1. Put them in mind to be ſubjet to Principalities 
and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, Mat. 5. 33. T 
Salt not forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unte the 
Lord thine Oaths. 

Q. What is a Thirteenth Error? 

A. That the Perſons and Eſtates of the Cler- 
3 are not under the Authority of the Civil 

agiſtrate. | 
Q. What do you think of this? 

A. That both the Perſons and Eſtates of the 
Clergy are under the Authority of their reſpective 
Civil Governours. 

Q. Hoa do you prove it? 

A. From St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Church of 
Rome, Rom. 13. 1. Let every Soul be ſubject to 
the higher Poxwers ; which imphes the Subjection of 
the Roman Clergy, as well as thoſe of other Coun- 
tries. to their reſpectiye Civil Governours. 1 Pet, 
2. 13, 14, 15. Submit your ſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's ſake; whether it be to 
the Mine, as ſupreme; or unto Governours as unto 
them that are ſent by him for the Puniſhment of evil 
Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well. 
Fur fo is the Will of God, that cuith avell doing ye 
may put to filence the Jonorance of fooliſh Men. 

Q. What is a Fourteenth Error ? 

A. That the Proteſtants are Hereticks, 

Q. What ſay you to this ? 

A. We are not Hereticks, who believe the 

Holy 


1 
Holy Seriptures to be of divine Authority, and te 
be a perfect Rule of cur Faith and Practice; who 
believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith con- 
tained in Scripture, and add no Article thereto, be- 
de or contrary to Scripture ; but the Papiſts are 
Hereticks, who have added ſeveral Apocryphal 
Buoks ard Oral I radition to the Canon of Scripture, 
ard maintain obllinately divers Things that are 
contrary to the Word ef God. 

Q. Whatis a Fifteenth Error? 

A. I hat the Proteſtants are Schiſmaticks. 

Q. What think you of this ? 

A. The Papiſts, and not the Proteſtants, are to 
be charged with Schiſm ; 1. Becauſe they broke off 
from the Foundation of the Apoſtles Doct: ire, 
which the Protellants do ſtill retain. 2. Becauſe 
they made ſinful Terms of Communion, and there- 
by conſtrained them to ſeparate from them, ac- 
cording to that Direction mentioned, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 
18. Come out from among them, and be ye ſeperate, 
faith the. Lord, and touch not the, unclean Thing ; 
and I will receive you and will be a Father unto you, 
and you ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty. We ought to obey God rather than 
Men, Acts 5. 29. 2. Becauſe they are in that 
State of Antichriftianiſm, out of which God has 
commanded every Man that values his Salvation to 
withdraw. Rev. 18, 4. Come out of ber [Spi- 
ritual Babylon, or the Roman Church] my People, 
that ye be not partaler of her Sins, and that you re- 
ceive not of her Plagues. 

Q. What ewas there in the Romiſh Religion that 
orcafoned their Separation, and entitles the Roman 
Church to Antichriſttaniſm. 

A. It was a ſuperſtitious, ido/atrous, bloody, trai- 
terous, blind, blaſphemous, and conſequently a 
damnable Religion. 

Q. Howw prove you it to be ſuperſtitious; 


A. It 
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fince ; and alſo becauſe ſeveral Jes and Heathenss 
in and near the Apoſtolick Age, have quoted them 
as the Writings of thoſe Perſons to whom they are 
attributed; ard many Sects of Chriſtians, that dif- 


fered from each other in other Points, d d yet agree 


in, and appeal to the Sacred Authority of theſe 
Bo ks. 

Q. What is a fourth Error? 

A. The Church of Rome is to judge of the true 
Senſe and Interpretation of the Scriptures. 

Q. What think you of this Matter? 

A. The Church of Rome is not the Judge of the 
Meaning of the Scriptures ; becauſe, 1. We find 
no ſuch Thing mentioned in the Sacred Writings ; 
neither are we ſent to that Church to learn the true 
Interpretation of them. 2. The Romijh Doctors 
will ailow Perſons to judge of the Senſe of thoſe 
Texts of Scripture, which they propoſe to them to 


draw them to their Church ; tho' afterwards they 


muſt not judge for themſelves, but muft follow 
their Leaders blind-fold, and readily embrace what- 
ſoever the Churen propoſes. 3. We are command. 
ed to try the Spirits, whether they are of God, 
1 John 4. 1. and to prove all Things, and to hold 


faſt that which is good, 1 Theſſ. 5. 2 


Q. What is a fifth Error ? 

A. None are to interpret the Scriptures con- 
trary to the Senſe which the Church puts upon 
them. 

Q. What is your Opinion in this Thing ? 

A. 1. We are not commanded in the Scrip- 
tures to ſubmit to the Interpretation of the 
Caurch of Name. 2. The Church of Rome does 
in ſome Caſes put a falſe Interpretation upon 
them, and therefore we cannot be obliged to 
embrace it. 3. We mult give an Account for 
our ſelves, and be rewarded according to our 
Works at the Jaſt Day ; and therefore we ought 
to judge for eur ſelves. 4. If the Interpreta- 

A 4 tion, 
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tion, which the Church of Rome puts on the Scrip- 
tures, were true, as we are ſure, that in ſome 
Caſes it is not ; yet if we believed it to be falſe, 
we ought not to ſubmit to it; becauſe St. Paul 
ſays, Let every Man be fully perſwaded in his own 
Mind, Rom. 14. 5. And whatever is not of 
Faith is Sin, v. 23. 

Q. What is a Sixth Error? 

A. The aſſerting of the Pope's Infallibility. 

Q. Do any of the Papiſts affert this ? 

A. Ves: And Bellarmine in particular ſays, If 
** the Pope ſhould err, in commanding V ices, or 
«* forbidding Virtues, the Church would be bound 
% to believe Vices to be good, and Vircues to be 
« bad. Bell. de Pontif. Rom. lib. 4. cap. 5. 

Q What do you believe in this Matter ? 

A. That the Pope is not Infallible : For, 1. 

There is no Promiſe of Infallibility made to him 

in the Holy Scriptures. 2. In Fact it js other- 
wiſe ; he has aſſerted Things contrary to the Scrip- 
tures, which are Infailible, 3. Popes have con- 
tradicted and condemned Popes : and therefore as 
both cannot be Infallible, ſo neither of them, as 
Popes, are ſo. 

Q. What is the Seventh Error ? 

A. The affirming the Infallibility of the Church. 

QQ. -What think you of this? © 

hat the Church of Rome is not Infallible ; 
becauſe, 1. We are not informed in the Scrip- 
tures, that it is Tnfallible. 2. St. Paul ſuppo- 
ſes, that it is not Infallible, but may err Thor 
ftandei” by Faith : Be not higb. minded, but fear. 
For if God ſpared not the natural Branches, take 
bred left he alſo ſpare not thee. Behold therefore 
the Goodneſs and Severity of Cod; on them which 
fell, Severity ;, but towards thee, Goodneſs, if thou 
continue in bis Goodneſs ; otherwiſe thou alja Halt 
be cut off, dan 11. 20, 21, 22. 3+» The eas” 


— » 
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of Rome has actually erred, in decreeing Things evi- 
dently contrary to the Holy Scriptures, and the Rea- 
ſon and Senſe of Mankind. Pope has contradicted 
Pope, and Council has oppoſed Council ; and the 
Church in divers Ages has contradicted her ſelf. 

_ Q. What is an Eigtb Error? 

A: That it is neceſſary to Salvation to be ſubject 
to the Pope of Rome. 

Q. What do you think of this ? 

A. We are not commanded in the Holy Scrip- 
tures to be ſubject to the Pope of Name, in order to 
our Eternal Salvation ; but for the obtaining of that 
great End, we are required to be ſubject unto Chriſt. 
and to obey him. I am the Way, the Truth and 
the Life; no Man cometh unto the Father but by me, 


John 14. 6. and Heb. 5. 9. Chriſt being made 


perfecb, became the Author of Eternal Salvation unte 
all them that obey him. 

Q. What is a Ninth Error? 

A. That the Pope is the viſible Head of the Uni- 
verſal Church. 


at do the Proteſtants believe TY this 
Matter ? 

A. We utterly deny that there is any ſuch vi- 
ſible Head of — Univerſal Church z therefore the 
Pope cannot be ſo: But we rather believe him to be 
Antichriſt; becauſe the Marks of Antichriſt do 
agree to him, who oppoſes and txalts himſelf above 
all that is called God, or <vorſhipped'; fo that he 
as God fits in the Temple "of God, being himſelf 
that he is God; wwheſe coming is after the wworking of * 


Satan, <with all Power, and Signs, and ging Won: 


ders, and <vith all deceivablengſs of Unrightcauſueſs 
in them that periſh 2 Thell. 2. 4 Cc. 


Q. Whom then do you affirm to * the Head of the 
Univerſal Church ? 


A. Jeſus Chriſt alone. 
Q. How do you pr t 
A. From P/al. 2. 6. I have ſet my King upon 


my 
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iy holy Hill of Zion. Mat. 28. 18. All powver is 
given unto me, in Heaven and in Earth. Eph. 1. 
22. 23. God hath put all Things under his Feet, 
and gave him to be the Head over all Things to the 
Church, which ts his Body, the fulneſs of him that 
Fills all in all. | 

Q. What is a Tenth Error of the Papiſts ? 

A. That the Pope is St. Peter's Succeſſor. 

Q. What ſay you to this ? 

A. As St. Peter was an Apoſtle of Chriſt, imme- 

| diately commiſſioned by him to preach the Golpel 
to the World, and to confirm it by Miracles, he has 
no Succeſſor ; and therefore the Pope cannot be ſo. 
As St. Peter was diligent in preaching the Goſpel, 
and feeding the Sheep and Lambs of Chriſt, the 
Pope is not his Succeſſor ; becauſe he does not dili- 
gently preach the Goſpel, nor feed the Flock of 
Chriit ; but endeavours to deprive it of wholſome 
Food, aud to famiſh and ſtarve it. But if we 
ſhould grant that the Pope is St. Peter's Succeſſor; 
yet he would not be at the Head of the Chriſtian - 
Church; becauſe St. Peter was not ſo. There is 
no mention of any ſuch Thing in the Scriptures. 
St. Paul withſtood St. Peter to the Face, Gal. 2. 11. 
and 2 Cor. 12. 11. he ſays, Ia nothing am I be- 
bind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles. 

Q. What is an Eleventh Error ? 

A. That the Church of Rome is the Miſtreſs of 
all Churches, | 

Q. What do you think of this ? 

A. We are informed that the other Churches in 
the Primitive Times were equal to the Church of 
Rome : And the Church of Rome cannot be the 
Mother Church, but Feru/alem, from whence the 
glorious Light of the Goſpel was ſpread abroad in 
the World. JU! behowed Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe 
from the Dead the third Day; and that Repentance 
ard Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in his Name, 
among all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem, Luke 
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A. It enjoyns the Worſhip of Reliques, and 
places Religion in many vain Fopperies ; as the 
Tooth of St. Chriftopher 3 the Hair of St. Peter's 
Beard; the Milk and the Shift of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin ; the Duſt and Vermin of ſome Saints, which 
they keep: If the Hoſt falls to the Ground it muſt 
be licked up, the Ground is to be ſcraped, and the 
Scrapings reduced to Aſhes, are to have a Pl.ce 
among their Reliques: To theſe may be added, 
their Holy Water, their Salt, Spittle, Holy Oil, 
Beads, W hippings, Fiſh-Days, Pilgrimages, Croſ- 
ſings, and baptizing of Bells, Fonts, c. Era/- 
mus, in his Annotations approved by Pope Leo X. 
ſays, Their whole Religion is almoſt brought 
* to their ſuperſtitious treatment of Reliques, 
ce thro! the Covetouſneſs of Prieſts, and the 
« Hypocriſy of Monks, fed by the fooliſhneſs of 
% the People. 

Q. Hoa do you prove it to be idolatrous ? 

A. It commands the worſhipping of Angels 
And Saints, Images and Reliques, and the Holt ; 
and ſome of the Doctors of that Church ſay, 
If the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation be not 
true, they are guilty of Idolatry in worſhip- 
« ping the Hoſt; and if it be true, then we 
can be certain of nothing, no not of Miracles, 
« which are judged of by our Senſes. The Pa- 
piſts, like the Heathens, do ſervice unto them, 
which by Nature are no Gods, Gal. 4. 8. and 
therefore muſt be guilty of Idolatry. See how 
home the Spirit of God charges them with Idolatry, 
Rev. 9. 20. And the reſt of the Men which were 
not killed by theſe Plagues, [i. e. of the Weſtern 
Empire, that were not over-run by the Saracens 
and Turks] yet repented not of the Works of their 
Hands, that they ſhould not æuorſpip Devils and Idols 
of Gold and Silver, &C. 

Q. How do ou prove it to be a bloody Religion ? 

A. The Church of Rome enjoyns the Extirpa- 

non 
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tion of them whom ſhe calls Hereticks, and not 
only recommends it to all her ſons, as a meritorious 
Work, but obligeth Princes of her Communion to 
take a ſolemn Oath, that they will uſe their utmoſt 
E:.deavour to deſtroy all Hereticks, and Favourers 
of Hereticks. In this their Kings and Princes, 
when they have had it in their Power, have readily 
followed her unchriſtian and inhuman Directions. 
Witneſs the horr d Murders and Maſſacres of many 
thouſands of the Waldenſes and Aligenſes; ihe bar- 
barous and cruel Murder cf. 30,000, or according 
to ſome Writers, 40 or 60,000 Proteſtants in Paris 
and other Parts of France; the cruel Murder of many 
thouſands in the Loau-· Countries; the ſevere Suffer. 
ings of thoſe famous Champi- ns of Chriſt, Cranmer, 
Latimer, Ridley, and many others here in England; 
the horrid and diabolical Deſign to blow up the 
King, Lords and Commons, with Gun-powder ; 
the blocdy and cruel Murder of 100,000 innocent 
Perſons in Zreland ; ard the ſevere Sufferings of the 
French Proteſtants and YVaudois, Theſe and many 
other Inſtances that might be given do plainly ſhew, 
that the Church of Rome is bloody and cruel, and 
that Papiſts want not a Will, if they had but Power, 
$0 deſtroy us. 

Q Ho do you prove it to be traiterous ? 

A. They teach that the Pope may depoſe Kings 
for Hereſy, and abſolve Subjects from their Oath 
of Allegiance ; and that Subjects, if they have 
the Pope's Conſent, (which they are ſure to 
have, if it makes for his Intereit,) may depoſe 
their Kings: That if the King be a maniteit He- 
retick, (as all Proteſtants are with them) then 
the Church may depoſe him : And they have nor 
failed to act according to this their Principle, 
when they have had an Opportunity, as appears 
from their Attempts on Queen Elizabeth by 
Piſtol and Dagger; on K. James I. by Gun- 


Powder ; on Henry the IVth of France, and many 
others; 


—— 
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others; but above all, from the unparallelled Mur- 
der of that Emperor, whom they poiſoned with 
the Sacrament. I call it unparallelled, having never 
met with a Religion before, that would poiſon their 
God, to kill their Emperor. 

Q. How do you prove it to be a blind Religion ? 

A. It leads Men out of the Way of Truth, 
Righteouſneſs and Salvation, and conceals the 
Danger of Damnation from them. In that er- 
roneous Church, the People are commanded to 
worſhip Angels, Saints, Images, the Croſs, Re- 
liques, and the Wafer in the Sacrament : They are 
deprived of the Holy Scriptures in the vulgu Tongue, 


which are able to make them wiſe unto Sabvation ; 


and the publick Prayers and Service are performed 
in a Language unknown to the common People ; 
and they are taught, That Ignorance is the Mother 
of Devotion. The Blind lead the Blind, and there- 
fore it may be juſtly expected, that hey both ill 
Fall into the Ditch. 

Q Hou do you prove it to be blaſphemous ? 

A. In aſcribing the peculiar Excellencies and 
Properties of God, and the Prerogatives of our 
bleſſed Lord, to the Virgin Mary and other Crea- 
tures, and paying Worſhip and Adoration to them: 

in teaching that it is a meritorious Thing to 
murder Princes and People, whom Papilts are 
pleaſed to call Hereticks, meerly upon the 
Account of Religion; when our Saviour has com- 
manded us to love our Enemies, to bleſs them that 
curſe us, to ds good to them that hate us, and ts 
pray for them which deſpitefully uſe us, and perſe- 
cute us, Mat. 5. 44. 

Q. How do you prove it to be A damnable Re- 
kgion ? 

A. They corrupt the Chriſtian Religion, and 
profeſs and practiſe many Things inconſiſtent 
with the Goſpel of Chritt : Their Doctrine of 
Tranſubilantiation overthrows the Truth of 

Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Human Nature; their Sacrifice of tho 
Maſs, his only Sacrifice for Sin once offered for all; 
their Doctrine of Merits, the perfect Atonement 
made by him; their multitude of Mediators, 
demies that only Mediator betwixt God and Men, the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, <vbo gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
all ; their adding to the Canon of Scriptures, and 
receiving unwritten Traditions with equal Piety 
and Reverence with them, reflects on Chriſt's 
Prophetick Office; the Juſtification of Men 45 
the Grace of God, through Faith in Chriſt, is o- 
verihrown by their Doctrine of Merits, Pardons, - 
and Indulgencies; their worſhipping Angels and 
Saints robs God of his Honour and Glory ſo 
that we may conclude their Religion to be 
damnable. | | 

Q. Will all Papiſts then be condemned for ever ? 

A. I do not fay ſo: Tho' they are fo uncharit- 
able, as to damn all Proteſtants; yet I will not 
paſs the ſame dentence on them. I know not how 
far their Ignorance and Prcjudice may excuſe 
them, and a general Repentance may be accepted 
from them of God, who ſearches the Hearts of 
Men, and will render to them according to their 
evorks. But this I will ſay, that thoſe Perſons who 
fee the Errors and Corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, and yet thro? Fear, or for ſome temporal 
Advantage, comply with them, expole themſelves 
to the Anger of God, and eternal Condemnation. 
And ewhat is a Man profited, if he ſhall gain the 
aobole World, aud liſe his ozun Soul or <vhat ſhall 
4 Man give in exchange for his Soul? Mat. 16. £6. 

Q. What is a Sixteenth Error of Papiſts ? 

A. That the Church of Rome is the only true 
Church of Chriſt. | 

Q. What think yon of this ? 

A. The ancient Church of Rome was not the 
only true Church of Chriſt ; much leſs is the 
preſent Church ſo, which is overſpread with 

Error 
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Errors and Corruptions. As there were many 63 
ther Chriſtian Churches, beſides that of Rome, in 
the primitive Times, ſo there are at this Day * 
therefore that cannot be the only true Church. 

The true Church is the univerſal Society of God's 
faithful People, built upon the — of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, Feſus Chriſt being the chief Cor- 
ner-ſtone, Eph. 2. 20. 

Q. What are the Marks of a true Church ? 

A. Pure and ſound Doctrine preached, the Sa- 
craments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper admi- 
niſtred according to the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and 
the due Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, &c. 
and therefore if we allow the Church of Rome to 
be a Church of Chriſt, it muſt be an unſound, 
corrupted, and depraved Church. 

Q. What is a Seventeenth Errar 

A. Their praying to Angels and Saints. 

Q What ſay you to this ? 

A. *Tis contrary to Reaſon and Revelation. 

Q. How do you prove it ? 

A. 1. They know not our Thoughts, nor un- 
derſtand our various Wants and Requeſts, neither 
are they able to ſupply them. Thau, even thou ouly 
knoweſt the Hearts of all the Children of Men, 

1 Kings 8. 39. O thou, that heareſt Prayer, unte 
thee ſhall all Fleſb come, Pſal. 65. 2. Doubtleſe thou 
art our Father, tho) Abraham be ignorant of as, Iſa. 
63. 16. They are not Omniſcient, nor Omnipotent, 
nor infinitely Wiſe, and Juſt, and Good ; ; therefore 
they are not qualified to be the Object of Worſhip. 

2. Tis contrary to the Holy Scriptures. 7⁰ 
Halt wworfhip the args 3 God, and bits only Halt 
thou ſerve, Mat. 4. 

3. Lis . ; for in worſhippiy: Saints and 
Angels, the Papiſts do ſervice to them which by Na- 
ture are no Geds, Gal. 4. 8. 

4. Tis injurious to the Mediatory Office of 
Chriſt. N batſec ver ye Hall ant the Father in my 
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Name, he «vill give it you, John 16. 23. Neither 
is there Salvation in an other : for there is none o- 
ther Name under Heaven given among Men, aubereby 
ave muſt be ſaved, Acts 4.12. There is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and Man, the Man 
Chriſt Feſus, who gave himſelf a Ranjom for all, 
2x Tim. 2.5, 6. 

5. Angels have refuſed it. See thou do it not: 
for 1 am thy Fellow ſenvant : worſhip God, Rev. 
22. 9. | 

65 "Tis an Apoſtacy from Chriſt, the Head of 
the Church. Let no Man beguile you of your Re- 
ward, in a voluntary Humility, and worſhipping of 
Angels ; intruding into thoſe Things which he hath 
not ſeen, wvainly puft up by his fleſhly Mind : and 
not holding the Head, from which all the Body by 
Foynts and Bands having Nouriſhment miniſtred, 
and knit together, increaſeth with the Increaſe of 
God, Col. 2. 18, 19. 

Q. Do not they ſay, They pray to them as Media- 
ori, not of Redemption, but Inverceſſion ? 

A. Yes : But this is not true ; for they ſome- 
times pray to them otherwiſe : But granting it to 
be ſo ; yet that will not help them : For they can- 
not be Mediators of Interceſſion, unleſs they be 
Mediators of Redemption, or Reconciliation. The 
Interceſſion of Chriſt is grounded on his Redemp- 
tion, or that Sacrifice which he offered on the 
Croſs to God. the Father, to make Atonement for 
the Sins of the World. JF any Man fin, wwe have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chrift the 
Righteous ; and he is the Propitiation for cur Sins, 
1 John 2.1, 2. There is one God, and one Media- 
tor between God and Man, the Man Chrift Feſus ; 
who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, 1 Tim. 2. 5, 6. 
Chrift by his own Blood entered in once into the 
holy Place, having obtained eternal Redemption for 
%, Heb. 9. 12. And, v. 14, 15. How much 
el anda had de ey 
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eternal Spirit, offered himſelf without Spot to God; 
purge your Conſcience from dead Warks to ſerve the 
living God ? And for this Cauſe he is the Mediator 
of the New Teſtament, that by means of Death, for 
the Redemption of the Tranſgreſſions that <vere under 
the former Teſtament, they which are called might 
receive the Promiſe of eternal Inheritance. 

Q. What is an Eighteenth Error ? * 

A. That they may make an Image of God: 

Q. What ſay you to this P 

A. God is an infinite and moſt perfect Spirit, 
and therefore it is impoſſible to repreſent him by an 
Image : They that attempt it, diſhonour and de- 
baſe him, and tranſgreſs his Command, who ſays, 
To whom then cwill ye liken God ? Or nuhat Like- 
neſs will ye compare unto him? Iſa. 40. 18. We 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto Gold, 
or Silver, or Stone, graven by Art and Mans De- 
vice, Ads 17. 29. 

Q. What is a Nineteenth Error? 

A. Their enjoyning the Worſhip of Images. 

Q. What do you think of that ? 

A. *Tis contrary to the Holy Scriptures. Thou 
Salt not make unto thee any graven Image, or any 
Likeneſs of any Thing that is in Heaven above, or 
that is in the Earth benrath, or that is in the Ma- 
ter under the Earth : Thou Hals not bod down thy 
felf to them, nor ſerve them, Exod. 20. 4, 5. Thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve, Mat. 4. 10. 

Q. What is a Twentieth Error? 

A. That the good Works of juſtified Perſons dg 
truly deſerve Increaſe of Grace, Remiſſion of Sins, 
and eternal Life. 

Q. What do you ſay to this 

Anfever. 1. It implies\ a Contmdition, to 
ſay that good Works truly deferve Increaſe 
of Grace : For it cannot be a Grace or Fa- 
vour, and a Debt at the ſame time, F by Grace, 
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then it is u more of Works ; othereviſe Grace is no 
more Grace : But if it be of Works, then it is nd 
more Grace; otherwiſe Work is no more Work, Rom. 
11.6. 2. We owe our Being, and all that we have 
to the Goodneſs and Meicy of God ; therefore we 
cannot truly merit any thing of him. 3 The good 
Works which we perform, are done by the Grace 
and Aſſiſtance of God; and they bear no Prepor- 
tion to the infinite Reward of eternal Life : There- 
fore they cannot truly deſerve it. The Sufferings of 
this preſent Time, are not worthy to be compared 
with the G/ory that ſhall be revealed in us, Rom. 
8. 18. 4. We are required to perform exact 
Obedience to the Law of God; but alas ! 77 many 
Things we all offend, Jam. 3. 2. And by our fu- 
ture OBEDIENCE, tho' it ſhould be exact, 
we cannot atone for our paſt OFFENCES, nor 
render that which has been done amiſs, not to have 
been done; becauſe it is a juſt Debt to our Sove- 
reign Creator, therefore we cannct truly merit the 
Remiſſion of Sins. 5. We are jz/tified freely by 
the Grace of God thro' the Redemption that is in 
Feſus Cbriſt, Rom. 3. 24. And Rom. 6. 23. The 
Gift of God is eternal Life, thro) Feſus Chriſt, our 
Lord. If they be the Gift of God, they are not 
truly merited by us. 

Q What is @ Tewenty Firſt Error ? 

A. The affirming Works of Supererrogation. 

Q. What da you think of this ? 

A. Thoſe Perſons who live the moſt ſtrict and 
holy Lives, do often fall into Sin; For there is 
not a juſ Man upon Earth, that does good and ſins 
not, Eccl. 7. 20. Ii many Things <ve offend all, 
Jam- 3. 2. And tho? they ſhould always do well 
and never do amiſs, yet they would do no more 
tlan what the divine Law, conſidered as a Rule 
of Life, requires of them; and conſequently they 
cannot do more than they are obliged to do, 
When ye fall have done all thoſe Things which are 
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emmanded, you ſay, We are unprofitable Servants : 
We have done that which was our Duty to do; 
Luke 17. 10. 

Q. What is a Twenty Second Error? 

A. Their Doctrine of Purgatory. 

Q. What ſay yeu to it? 

A. By Targatory, is meant a Place of great 
Torments near to He!l, where thoſe who were not 
fully cleanſed here, are purged aſter this Life, thag 
they may enter moi pure into Heayen ; but indeed 
there is no ſuch Place. It is a vain Dream of de- 
lauded Prieſts, or rather, a crafty Device to enrich 
thoſe who pretend to a Power of praying Souls out 
of it. There is ro mention of any ſach Place in 
the Holy Scriptures, which ſpeak cnly of a State 
of Miſery and cf Happineſs, upon which bad ard 
good Men enter aſter this Life. ic Ban died, 
and <vas buried, and in Hell he lift up his Eyes, be- 
ing in Torments, Luke 16. 22, 23. And v. 26. 
Between us and you there is a great Gulf fixed; [1 
that they cubich cuould paſs from heace to you cannet ; 
' neither can they paſs to us that <vould come frem 
thence. The Peggar died, and was carried by the An- 
gels into Abraham's Boſom, Luke 16. 22. 7% Day 
Salt thou be with me in Paradiſe, Luke 23. 43. 1 
am in a flrait betwixt two, having a diſire to di- 
part, and to be with Chrift, which is far better, 
Phil. 1. 23. We are confident, 1 Jay, and cvilling 
rather to be abſent from the Body, and to be preſent 
wwith the Lord, 2 Cor. 5.1. 

. What is a Twenty Third Error? 

A. Their Doctrine of Indulgences. 

Q. What do you ſay to it? 

A. By Indulgences is meant a Freedom from 
Puniſhment, by the Satisfactions of Chriſt and 
the Saints, which are contained in the Church 
Treaſury ; but indeed they are abominable Delu- |, 
ſions, and highly injurious to Chriſt and Chri- 
ſtians. * 4 1. The Merits of the Saints 


are pretended to be added to the perfect Satis 
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facdion of Chriſt, who by one Offering hath perfech. 
ed for ever them that are ſanctiſſed, Heb. 10. 14, 2. 
The Merits of one Saint cannot make Satisfaction 
for the Sins of another: For every Man ſhall bear 
his own Burden, Gal. 6.5. God will render ta 
every Man according to his Deeds, Rom. 2. 6. 
3. The Remiſſion of Sins and eternal Life are to be 
obtained only by the Mercy of God, thro' Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt. Being juſtified by Faith, ue laue 
Peace <vith God thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 

5. 1. And be have Redemption thro the Blood 


.of Chriſt, the Forgiveneſs of Sint, according to the 


Riches of His Grace, Eph. 1. 7. {f ye live after 
the Fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye thro' the Spirit 
do mortifie the Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live, 
Rom, 8.13. 

Q. What is a Tawenty Fourth Error ? 

A. That ſome Sins are venial. 

*Q. What Jay you to this? 

A. No Sin in its own Nature is venial; but 
every Sin is mortal, Cur/ed is every one that conti- 
nues not in all things which are awritten in the Book 
of the Lav, to do them, Gal. 3. 10. The Soul 
that ſoneth, it Gall die, Ezek. 18. 4. De Vage, 
of Sin is Death, Rom. 6. 23. Whoſoever ſhall keep 
the awhole Law, and yet offend in one Point, be is 


| guilty of all, Jam. 2. 10. 


Q. What 1s a Tewenty Fifth Error? 

A. Their Doctrine of, Juſtification. 

Q. Hag think you of it ? 

A. They ſay, that we muſt be juſtified by our 
own Righteouineſs 3; whereas we are informed 
in the Sacred Writings, That Believers are ju- 
tified freely by the Grace of God, acquitted of 
their Sins, and treated as righteous Perſons, thro? 
the Merits and Mediation of Chriſt. Being 


i Juſtified freety by his Grace, thro' the Redemption 


that is in Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 3. 24. Iu whom 


«ve have R edemption through his Blood, even 2 
| oy 
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Forgiveneſs of Sins, Col. 1. 14. He that believes” 
on the 2 has everlaſting Life : and he that be- 
liewes not the Son, ſpall not ſee Life, but the Wrath 
of God abides on him, John 3. 26. 
Q. What is a Twenty Sixth Error? 

A. Their praying in an Unknown Tongue. 

Q. What ſay you to it? 

A. The publick Worſhip and Service of God 
ought to be performed in a Tongue underſtood 
by the People ; becauſe, 1. They ought to join 
in the Worſhip of God, and to perform a rea- 
ſonable Service to him; which they cannot do, 
if they underſtand not their Form of Worſhip. 
2. All Things in the Church ought to be done 
to Edification ; but the People cannot be edi- 
fied by that Service which they underſtand not. 
Let all things be done to edifying, 1 Cor. 14. 26. 
And, v. 16. How fhall he that accupieth the room 
of the unlearned, ſay Amen at thy giving of 
Thanks, ſeeing be underſtands not what thou 
fart ? 

Q. What is a Twenty Seventh Error of the 
Papiſts ? 

A. Their Doctrine concerning Marriage. 

Q. What do they bold concerning it ? 

A. They ſpeak contemptuouſly of Marriage 
in general, and look upon the Marriage of Prieſts 
as unlawful ; when God not only allows, but 
alſo in ſome Caſes commands it, making na 
Exception of the Clergy. All Men cannot receive 
this Saying, ſave they to whom it is given, Mat. 
19. 11. To avoid Fornication, let every Man 
have his own Wife, 1 Cor. 7. 2. Have we not 
Power to lead about a Siſter, a Wife, as well as 
ether Apoſiles, and as the Brethren of the Lord, and 
Cephas? 1 Cor. . 5. A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs 
the Husband of one Wife, 1 Tim. 3. 2. Marriage is 
benourablt in all, and the Bed undefiled ; but Whore- 
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wongers and Adulterers God will Judge, Heb. 13. 4. 
The forbidding of Marriage to Prieſts in the Church 
of Rome has occaſioned much Lewdneſs and Wie- 
kedneſs, as Fornication, Adultery, Inceſt, Sodomy 
Murder, and other vile Practices, which ought to 
be abhorred of all Men ; and puts me in mind of 
the Prediction of the Spirit, that in the latter Times 
ſome ſhall depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſedu- 
cing Spirits, and Do@rines of Devils, forbidding ta 
marry, 1 Tim. 4. 1, 3. 
. What is a Taventy Eighth Error? 

＋ Their affirming the Aſſurance of Believers 
being in a State of Salvation, to be a vain and un- 
godly Confidence. 

Q. What think you of this matter ? 

A. As Chriſtians are exhorted to get Aſſurance 
that they are in a State of Salvation, ſo they may 
attain unto it. * For, 1. The Poſlibility of it is im- 
plied in theſe Words, Brethren give diligence to 
make your Calling and Election ſurc; if ye do theſe 
Things, ye ſhall newer fall, 2 Pet. 1. 109. 2. Some 
Perſons have obtained it. S. Pan faid, Jan in a 


rait betwixt two, having a defire to depart and to 


be with Chriſt, Phil. 1. 23. We know, that if our 
earthly Hauſe of this Tabernacle rwere diſſolved, wwe 
have a Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, «ternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1. 3. The 
Holy Scriptures inform us, that thoſe who truly re- 


pent of their Sins, and believe in Chriſt, and ſin- 
cetely obey his Laws, are in a State of Salvation: 


And Chriſtians, . by a ſerious Examination of their 
Lives; may know whether they truly repent of 
their Sins, and believe in Chriſt, and ſincetely obey 
his Laws ; 'and conſequently they may know whe- 


ther they are in a State of Salvation or not. 


Q.. What is a auen) Ninth Error? 
A. Their Doctrine of Seven Sacraments, 
2 What i 17 4 Sacrament ? 
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A. A Sacrament is an Ordinance of Chrift, which 
conſiſts of viſible Signs, and repreſents, applies, 
and confirms Chriſt himſelf, ana the Benefits of 
the New Covenant, to Bellevers. 

Q. How many Sacraments has Chriſt ordained ? 

A. Only Two, Baptiſm and the Lord's-Sup- 

r. 

A Q. Which are thoſe that the Papiſis have added 
to them ? 

A. Theſe Five: Confirmation, Penance, extreme 
Unction, Orders, and Matrimony. 

Q. Are _ Five true and proper Sacraments? 

A. No: 1. They were not ordained by Chriſt. 
2. They 4 not by viſible Signs repreſent, apply, 
and confirm Chriſt, and the Benefits of the New _ 
Covenant, to Believers. | 

Q. What is a Thirtieth Error? 

A. Their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation ; where- 
in they teach, that by the Conſecration of the 
Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper, there 
is made a Converſion of the whole Subſtance of 
the Bread into the Subltance of the Body, and of 
the Subſtance of the Wine i into the Subitance of the 
Blood of Chriſt. 

Q. What do they ground this Doctrine upon ? 

A, Theſe Words of Chriſt, This is my Body, 
Mat. 26. 26. and the Diſcourſe of our Saviour 
with the Jeaus, John 6. | 

Q. Can that Doctrine be juſtly drawn from theſe. 
Places of the Scriptures ? 

A. No: Thofe Words of Chriſt, This is my Bode, 
according to the Language of the Scriptures, 
mean, I his fignifies or repreſents my Body: So 
Gen. 41. 26, The ſeven good Kine are ſeven Tars; 
and the ſeven good Ears are ſeven Tears. And Mat. 
13. 38. The Field is the World; the goad Seed are 
the Children of the Kingdom : but the Tares are the 
Children of the cuicted one; and the Memorial of 
the Paſſover is called the Paſſover, Mat. 26, 17. 
That Diſcourſe of Chriſt in the 6th of John, is 
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to be underſtood of the Doctrine of the Goſpel con- 
cerning Chriſt crucified, which is compared to 
a Feaſt, Luke 14, 15. &c. To eat the Fleſh 
of Chriſt, and to drink his Blood, fignifies to 
abort the works of God, John 6. 28. And v. 
29. This is the gurt of God, that ye believe on 
bim whom he hath ſent. And v. 35. Feſus ſaid 
unto them, I am the Bread of Life : he that cometh 
to me ſhall never hunger ; and he that believeth on 
ne ſhall never thirſt. 

Q. Why do you not believe that Doctrine? | 
A. Becauſe, 1. It is not taught in the Holy 
Scriptures, but is contrary to them ; for the Bread 
is called Bread ſeveral times by St. Paul, even after 
Conſecration. As often as ye eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till be 
come. Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, 
and drink this Cup of the Lord unvworthily, ſhall be 
guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord. But let a 
Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 
Bread and drink of that Cup, 1 Cor. 11. 26, 27, 
28. 2. It is againſt the Nature of a Sacrament ; 
which repreſents ſomething, but, is not the Thing 
it ſelf. 3. It is contrary to our Senſes: For 
we ſee, feel, ſmell, and taſte Bread and Wine in 
the Sacrament, after Conſecration. 4. It is con- 
trary to our Reaſon, and is fraught with man 
Abſurdities and Contradiftions ; and therefore it 

cannot be true. I 

Q. What is a Thirty Firſt Error? 

A. The Neceflity of the Prieſt's Intention 
in adminiſtring the Sacrament to the Efficacy of 
It, 

Q. at ſay you 40 this? 
A. 1. I cannot think that a moſt good and gra · 
cious God would have the Efficacy of the Sacra- 
ments, and the Salvation of his People, to depend 
on the Intention of the Prieſt, who may be igno- 
rant, 
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rant, negligent, or ill · natur d, and thereby render 
the Sacraments fruitleſs, and ruin the Faithful. 
2. There is no mention of any ſuch Thing in the 
Holy Scriptures. 3. This Doctrine muſt needs 
fill them that believe it with Doubts and Fears, 
and render them very uneaſie and diſſatisfied a- 
bout their Salvation. 4. Not the Intention of 
the Prieſt, but Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, are 
neceſſary to the due Effect of the Sacraments, and 
to eternal Salvation. Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Acts 2. 38. He that believes, and 1s 
baptized, fball be ſaved; but he that believes not, 
ſhall be damned, Mark 16. 16. 

Q. What ita Thirty Second Error ? 

A. Their depriving the People of the Wine in 
the Lord's Supper. 

Q. What think you of this ? 

A. *Tis a very great Crime in the Rulers of the 
Church : For our bleſſed Lord adminiftred the Sa- 
crament in both Kinds, and commanded His, Diſ- 
Ciples to do as he had done. 

The Diſciples afterwards Adminiſtred it in 
both Kinds, and the People received it after that 
Manner, according to our SAVIOU R's 
Appointment, Jeu took Bread, and bleſſed it, 
and brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples, And 
ſaid Take, eat; this is my Body: and he took the 
Cup, and gave Thanks, and gave it to them, ſay- 
ing, Drink ye all of it, Mat. 26. 26, 27. And 
Mark 14. 23. They all drankof it. And Luke 22. 
19. This do in remembrance of Me. This do ye as 
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as 
often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, 
ye do fhew the Lord's Death till He come, 1 
Cor. 11. 25, 26. Let a Man examine himſelf, 


end ſo let him eat of that Bread, and drink of that 


Cup, V. 28, 


Q. What 
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Q What isa Thirty Third Error of the Papifts ? 

A. Their Doctrine of the Maſs ; wherein Chriſt 
is contained and offered up to God, an unbloedy 
and propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of the Living 
and che Dead. 

Q. What di jeu ſay to this? 

A. 1. The Sacrament cf the Lord's Supper 
may be called, in a looſe Senſe, a Sacrifice, as 
it is a ſolemn Commemoration of that Sacrifice 
which Chriſt offered up to God and the Father 
for the Expiation of Sin; and as it is celebrated 


with Prayers and Praiſes offered up to God; and 


28 Communicants do preient themſelves, their 
Sou.s and Bodies, a living Sacrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptable to God, and give ſome of their Subſtance 
for charitable Uſes; yet it is not in any wiſe a 
true and proper Sacrifice. 2. The Maſs is not 
a true and proper Sacrifice of Propitiation, be- 
cauſe it is unbloody ; and <vithout fhedding of Blood 
is no Remiſſion, Heb. 9. 22. 3. The Maſs cannot 
be a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Dead; becauſe 
good Men deceaſed are in a State of Happineſs, and 


wicked Men are in a State of Miſery that will 


never have an End; and their future Happi- 
neſs and Miſery depend upon their Conduct in 
this Life. V. my all appear before the F adgment- 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the Things 
done in bis Body, according to that he hath dane, 
ewhether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. 5. 10. 4. The 
Maſs cannot be a propitiatory Sacrifice, be- 
cauſe Chriſt, by the Sacrifice of himſelf, has 
made Atonement far the Sins of the World ; 
and the Sons of Men have Redemption thro his 
Blood, even the the forgivencſi of Sins. Col. 1. 14. 
He is the Propitiation for our Sins, 1 John 2. 2. And 
be need's not daily— to offer up Sacrifice, — for this he 
did once, ⁊uhen he offered up himſelf, Heb. 7. 27. 
Ner get that be fheuld offer himſelf often, — bur now 


ance 
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once in the End of the World hath he appeared, to put 
away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, Heb. 9. 25, 26. 
Chriſt <vas once offered to bear the Sins of many, v. 
28. This Man, after he had offered one Sacrifice for 
fins, for ever ſat down on the right Hand of Ged, 
Heb. 10. 12. And v. 14. By ene Offering he hath 
pesſected for ever them that are ſauctiſied. 

Q. What isa Th Fourth Error? 

A. Their Doctrine of Auricular Confeſſion ; 
whereby Perſons are obliged to confeſs all their 
mortal Sins, toge her with the Circumſtances 
of them, as fir as they can call them to mind, 
to a Prieſt, in order to their Pardon and Salva- 
tion. 

Q. What fay jou to this? 

A. If any Perſons have given Offence to the 
Church of Chriſt, by great and open Sins, it is fit 
that they ſhouid publickly confeſs them, and opeuly 
teltify their Repentance for them: Or, if they have 
injured their Brethren, they ought to acknowledge 
their Faults to them, and to give them Satisfaction, 
Jam. 5. 16. Or if they ſhculd be troubed in 
their Mind at the remembrance of their Oftences, 
It is realonable for them to make them known to a 
pious and prudent Miniſter of Chrilt; and to ſeek 
for Direction and Comfort from him: But as for 
the Confeſſion which is required by the Church 
of Rome, as neceilary to the Remiſſi n of »ins, 
and eternal Salvation, . It is not commanded in 
the Holy Scriptures. 2. God is offenced by the 
Sins of Men, and he alone can p:rdon them; and 
therefore Contellion of Sia ſhould be made to 
him. 3. We find that good Men have made (on- 
feflion of their Sins to God only, and obtained 
Pardon. I acknowledoed my Sin unto thee,* and mine 
Iniquity have I not hid: IT ſaid, I will'confsfs my 
Tranſgreſſions unto the Lord; and thou forgaveſt the 
Triguity of my Sin, Plal. 32. 5. And as the Pſal- 
mut confeſſed his Sins to God, ſo did the ro- 

phet 
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prophet Daniel, Dan. 9. 20. and Fzr2 exhorted 
the People to confz/s their Sins unto God, Ezra, 
10. 11. 

Q. What is a Thirty Fifth Error ? 

A. That Attrition, with the Abſolution of 
Prieſt is ſufficient to the Pardon of Sin. | 

Q. What do you think of this ? 

A. It is contrary to the Holy Scriptures; and 
fatal and pernicious to the precious Souls of 
Men: For it is not a little Sorrow for Sin, 
that will intitle Men to the pardon of it ; 
but ſuch a real and hearty Sorrow for it, as in- 
duces them to change their Mind, to hate Sin, 
and to forſake it. He that confeſſes and forſakes 
his Sins, ſhall baue Mercy, Prov. 28. 13. Let 
the Wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteous 
Man his Thoughts; and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will haue Mercy upon him; and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon, Iſa. 55. 
7. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 
Sins may be blotted out, Acts 3. 9. Not every one 
that. ſaith unto Me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven: But he that doeth the Will 
of my Farker, <which is in Heaven, Matth. 7. 21. 
We muſt do the Will of God, forſake our Sins, 
believe in Chriſt, and perform ſincere Obedience 
to his Laws, before we can enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

As. for the Abſolution of the Prieſt ; it does 
not alter the Condition of the Perſon who receives 
his Abſolution. He is the Miniſter of Chriſt, com- 
miſſioned by him to act in his Name; and there- 
fore what he does according to his Commiſſion, 
will be of Force and Validity: But if he ſhould 
bind, where Chriſt does not bind; or looſe, 
where Chriſt does not looſe, that which he does is 
vain and fruitleſs, and may prove the Occaſion of 
Ruin to many poor deluded Sinners, that truſt to 
his Abſolution. 

Q. What 
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Q. What is a Thirty Sixth Error of the Pajiſts? 


A. That Faith is not to be kept with Here- 
ticks. 

Q. What ſay you to this ? 

A. Tis an odious and deteſtable Doctrine, con- 
trary to the Reaſon of Man, and the Revelation of 
God ; which oblige us to obſerve our Oaths, and 
to perform our Promiſes and Contracts; to render 
to all their Dues, and to do to other Men, as we 
would they ſhould do to us; and forbid Perjury 
and Injuſtice under the Penalty of eternal Con- 
demnation : And it ſhould make Proteſtants very 
cautious of truſting them in any Matter of great 
Importance ; and to take all prudent Care to ſecure 
themſelves from them, whom neither Promiſes nor 
Oaths will keep from deſtroying them, when they 
have an Opportunity to effect it. 

And as they have decreed, that Faith is not to 
be kept with Hereticks; ſo they uſe Equivocation 
and mental Reſervation in their Dealings with them. 
Some of them will deny the Truth, and ſay and 
ſwear any Thing which they think conduces to the 
Intereſt of their Church; and flatter themſelves, 
that they are freed from Sin in ſo doing, by their 
Equivocation and mental Reſervation. Tho 
they be convicted of Treaſon and Murder; yet 
they will deny thoſe horrid Crimes, and profeſs 
their Innocence ; becauſe they are forbid to confeſs 
their Offences to Proteſtants, whom they call He- 
reticks ; and imagine, that no Man owes his Ene- 
my Truth ; *becauſe he then would owe him, what 
may be a Means of his Preſervation. They look 
on the Proteſtants fas Adverſaries to the Church of 
Rome ; therefore they muſt owe them nothing but 
Deſtruction. But from theſe unjuſt and cruel Men, 
Good Lord deliver us. 


A 
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Q. Are the Papiſis guilty of no more Errors # 

A. They are guilty of many more: But theſe, 
which I have mentioned to you, are abundantly 
ſufficient to induce you and all Proteſtants to abhor 
their Church and Doctrine, and to bleſs and praiſe 
God inceſſantly for that pure and holy Religion 
which you erjoy ; and I deſire you ſeriouſly 
to conſider and obſerve theſe tew brief Directions 
following. 

1. Be truly thank\ul to God for the Holy 
Scriptures in the vulgar Tongue, and read them 
with Humility, Diligence, Application of Mind, 
and a fincere Deſire to be informed of your 
Duty; and carefully obſerve thole Rules and 
Directions of Holy Living which you find in 
them. 

2. Be diligent and fervent in your Prayers to God 
for the Aſſiſtance of his holy and good Spirit, to 
enable you to refiſt all 'Temptations to Sin, to guide 
and direct you in the Way of Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, to cauſe you to underſtand his divine Will, 
and to walk conſtantly in the delightful Path of 
Piety and Virtue. 

3. If you meet with any Difficulties in the 
Holy Scriptures, as there are ſome Things hard to 
be underſtood, read the Expoſition of ſome judi- 
cious Commentator, or rather go to ſome pious and 
learned Divine, and conſult him about them; 
and follow his Inſlruction and Advice, ſo far as 
they ſhall ſeem reaſonable to you; remembring that 
all things neceſſaty to Salvation, are very plain 
and eaſie to be underſtood by every fincere and wil- 
ling Mind. 

4. Look upon the Ho'y Scriptures as a perfeR 
Rule of Faith and Manners, without the Apocry- 
phal Books, and oral or unwritten | raditions y 
and if any Doctꝭ ine is not contained in the Scrip- 
tures, and cannot be proved by chem; affure 
your ſelf that that Doctrine is not neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. 


5. Be 


( 33 ) | 
5. Be a ſtrict Obſerver of the Lord's Day, and 
duly on the publick Worſhip of God, and 
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excellent Form of Worſhip in a Language 

you underſtand ; joyn affectionately in all 
Parts of the publick Worſhip, and receive 
Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper, when you 
have an Opportunity for it; and then conſider 


f. 
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with your felf, what ſtrict Obligations are 


laid upon you to live a Holy and Chriſtian 
Life 


6. Hold faſt the Profeſſion of your Faith with- 
out wavering ; and make no Diviſion in the 
Church of Chriſt upon the Account of indifferent 
Rites and Ceremonies, that are enjoined by your 
Governors, for Decency, Order and Edification : 
But if any Church ſhould make ſinful Terms of 
Communion, as the Church of Rome has done 
you muſt not join in Communion with it ; becauſC 
you mult ovey God rather than Mar. 

7. Be a Lover of 'I'ruth, and embrace it where- 
ſoever you find it; and let no temporal Conſidera- 
tion induce you to forſake it: And then I am 
perſwaded, that you will never leave the Reform- 
ed Religion to embrace Popery. Our Religion 
did not begin with thoſe famous Men, Luther 
and Calvin: It is as old as the Preaching of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and is contained in the 
Holy Scriptures : But Popery is New; and the 
Errors and Corruptions of the Church of Rome 
came in by Degrees, in the latter Ages, and over- 
ſpread the Chriſtian Church; ſo that the preſent 
Church of Rome is very different from the ancient 
Roman Church, | 

8. Examine your Life often, and compare 
your Actions with the Rule of the Divine Com- 
mandments: For hereby you will keep your 


Conſcience ſoft and tender, which is a great 
Preſervative againſt Sin; and clearly di _ 
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very thankful to him, that you have a pious 
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11 eat need of a good and merciful God, 
Ad an a- ſufficient Saviour, to make Atonement 
Ok ve Sins, and to intercede for you: Ard 


That You haye often done amiſs, and that you 
9 1 


en will alſo be fully convinced of the Infinite 


15 . ve of God to the Children of Men, in giving 
"His Son to die for. them; and of the grear 


Love of Chriſt towards us, who gave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from Sin and 


Death, and put us into a Capacity of obtaining 


everlaſting Life: and the 22 love of 
God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt towards us, will 
not fail to incline you in all your Straits and 
Difficulties, to make your Application to them, 
to deſire of the Father a Supply of all your 
Wants, in the Name of his beloved Son ; who is 
a merciful and compaſſionate High-Prieſt, and 
ever lives to make Interceſſion for us. You will 
then ſee the Impiety and Folly of thoſe who fly to 
the Interceſſion of the Angels and Saints, as tho? 
they had tendeier Bowels of Compaſſion than the 
Son of Gcd; who loved us ſo dearly, as to chuſe 
to be made Man, like one of us, and in that Na- 
ture to die the painſul and ſhameful Death of the 
Crols for us. 3 
Laſtly, Think frequently of the ſhortneſs and 
uncertaiaty of your Life, and how ſoon you may 
be called out of this World, to give an Account 
of your Actions, and to be rewarded according to 
your Works. Aſſure your ſelf that no Abſolution 
of Prieſts, no Merits of Saints, no Satisfactions, 
no Indulgences of Popes, will bring you to 
Heaven and eternal Happineſs, if you live af- 
ter the Fleſh, if you indulge your inordinate 
Vefhres, if you perſevere in the Practice of 
any known Sin. Such à Faith in Chriſt as works 
by Love, and induces you to keep the Com- 
maudments of God, is neceſſary to the Re- 
miſen of your Sins, and your eternal _— 
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